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Poisoned Air 


sJAMES A. WECHSLER 


Two separate but not unrelated exhibits will be examined here 
today in Our intermittment study of our mad, mad world. 

One is the latest edition of that rightist tip-sheet known as 
"Counterattack,” a self-proclaimed voice of vigilant patriotism. 
This edition can only be described as a poorly veiled anti-Semitic 
tract, a characterization never lightly suggested in this space. 

The other is the transcript of Sunday’s "Meet the Press” show 
in which Gov. Paul Johnson of Mississippi was permitted, rhetori- 
cally speaking, to get away with murder. 

* 9 * 

What gives these matters their most obvious connection is 
that much of the Counterattack essay is dedicated to the proposi- 
tion that “the television networks usually slant their news and 
special coverage toward the left.” Anyone who watched Gov. 
Johnson receive the once-over politely administered to him by 
the usually clawing interrogators of "Meet the Press” will find 
the accusation peculiarly wild and ill-timed. 

It is a long time since Counterattack, once a major house 
organ of the blacklisting business, has warranted serious notice. 
Now largely the personal product of an ex-newspaperman named 
Ike McNally and an ex G-man named John G. Keenan, it has 
spent much of its recent labor lamenting that William Randolph 
Hearst Jr. lacks the militant anti-Bolshevik spirit of his father. 

But the current issue is something special. Its tone and 
technique inescapably imitate the methods employed by Rev. 
Charles E. Coughlin in the heyday of his demagogic career. 

* « 

The immediate target of the Counterattack crusade is a 
volume written by two officers of the Anti-Defamation League 
of B’nai Brith. Called “Danger on the Right,” it is a description 
of various levels of the Radical Right. It takes pains to identify i 
the points of departure as well as palship between the fanatic 
fringe and more respectable conservatism. 

What ostensibly provokes Counterattack’s assault is the 
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We return you now to the real world. Gov Johnson of iviic 
Sissippi IS on the air. Larry Spivak, for 
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